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ADVERTISEMENT, 


wo Yom 


Newbury, June 14 1798. 


I am rather at a het what to say about the pub. 
Feation of the following pages. I dislike apologies an such occa- 
Sons, and, yet, I am not sure but that some are necessary. 

The folletwing thoughts were delivered on Friday last, (three 
dr four short sentences and the notes excepted) at the getting 
apart of Mr. John Holliway to the pastoral office, over a con- 
gregalion of protestant dissenters, at Reading. The interlocu- 
tory part is omitted. 


IT publish, more 10 chew respect to my friends, than to gratify 


private inclinatian ; and qubmit to their opintons rather than my 
OWN convictions, I 1 BY 

In answer to my objections, Some have said, c Though it is 
te but a glance, yet it may be useful, and it is sometimes Ks "0 
« to travel post through a country we have before explored. 


And others urged its brevity as a principal „ 


« Many of us” said they, ec hade nat money to huy large boats; 


© and most of tus; leſs time to read them : at any rate it may be uſe. 


« ful to our young people, and ſerve to ſtir up attention to a ſub- 
& fect which; though of na fmall importance for chriſtians tobe 
tc well acquainted with, yet, of late; has been los much neglected. 
« I may excite to the reading of more tlabarate productions,” 

To afford help to any, and to contribute one argument, or ta 
awaken one idea, which may lead the attention of chriſtians t9 
thoſe enquiries with which the peace and proſperity of Chrigt's 
kingdim are fo nearly connected: eſpecially the attention of our 
children, whom we are concerned to ſee, firſt ſincere chriſtians, 
and, next to that, enlightened, conſcientious diſſenters, would 
yield to my heart the pureſt pleaſure. 

That my Friends may not be mi Aalen in their expecta= 
tions; and that the riſing generation may imitate the vir- 
tues of their anceſtors, whoſe memory is ſweet in all zur 
churehes, is the ardent prayer of 

he | J. Bl CHENO, 
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IV. A Friendly address to the Jews. 


Published by the same Author, 


1. The Signs of the times: Or the overthrow of 
the Papal Tyranny in France the Prelude ef 
Destruttion to Popery and Despotism, but of 
Peace to mankind. 

In two Parts. Fourth Edition. 
Price 1s. 6d, 


II. A Word in Season: or, a Call to the Inhabitants 
of Great Britain, to tand prepared for the Com 
sequences of the present War. | 
Second Ediuon, Price 18. 


III. The Probable Progress and Issue of the Com- 


motions which have agitated Europe since the 

French Revolution, argued from the aspect of 

Things and the Writings of the Prophets, 
Price as, 


* 


Price 18. 6d. 


— — — — — 


A GLANCE. 


TNF HEN the passover was instituted, and com- 

' manded to be observed for an ordinance to 

the people of Israel, and to their sons, for ever, the 

, Injunction of Moses was, And it shall come to pass, 

when your children Shall say unto you, WHAT MEAN YE 

BY THIS SERVICE ? that ye. shall say, It is the Sacrifice 

the Lord's passover, who passed over the houses of 

the children of Israel in Egypt, when, he smote the 
 Egypuans,, and delivered our houses“ 

The excellence of every religious. observance 1s, 
that it hath the authority of God, and can be traced up 
to his appointment; and every christian ought to be 
able to give a reason, grounded on God's word, for all 
his religious services. Do the young people of this 
assembly, or, do any, who are strangers to our practices, 
enquire, What mean ye by this service? Why do you 
dissent from the religious establishment of the country, 
in which you live: and, in the ordination of your. 
ministers, follow a practice so different from that which, 
generally prevails? Be assured we do not do it on 
slight and trifling grounds, and for the sake of separati- 
on. I hope we are able to give good reagons for our 
conduct, and to justify ourselves against the charge of 
schism, from the laws and testimonies of Jesus Christ, 
the example of the first Christians, and ot the best of 
men in succeeding generations. | 


* Ex,zil, 26, 27. + Taogoud's letucrs p. 8 290. 
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We cannot now enter, at large, into these enquiries, 
nor descend to particulars ; but must confine ourselves 
to a few cursory hints, relative to the origin of our 
dissenting churches, and the reasons for our order. — 
A glance at the history of chrisuanity is necessary. 

Our blessed Lord having died for our sins, and rose 
again for our justification. said to his disciples, just be- 
fore his ascension to the right hand of his Father, All 
power is given unto me in heaven, and in earth. Go ye, 
thereſore, and teuch all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you.! And the Apostle Paul declares, respect- 
ing him, that The Father of Glory hath put all things 
under his feet, and gave him to be head over all things 
fo the church TTF 

In the church of Christ there is no other sovereign, 
or lawgiver, but himself. To him, in all matters of 
religion and conscience, are his disciples subject, and 
to him, at his second coming, must all give an ac- 
count. This should deeply impress, and affect, every 
christian's mind.— jesus Christ is sovereign in his 
church, and in all spiritual concerns. None share 
with him, either in his legislative or his judicial autho- 
rity, and at his bar must 7 stand, to answer for my 
conduct as a subject of his kingdom! x 
ut, is Jesus Christ a king; and did he again and 
again, assert his supreme and sole authority over his 
church? that his disciples, by misunderstanding the 
nature of his kingdom, might not be led into fatal 
mistakes, he, before his departure from the earth, 
dropped some important hints for the regulation of 
their conduct. My kingdom, said he, is not of this 
world. Render untg Cœsar, the things which are 
Ce5ar's ; and unto God the thing which are God's. — 
All that take the sword shall perish with the Sword, 

Matt. xxviii. 18—29; + Eph. i: 22. 
+ John xvii, 36, Matt. @xii, 224 Wvi. 52. 


. 

The Apostles thoroughly understood their master, 
and taught and practised accordingly. In civil matters, 
they taught submission to che civil magistrate, and en- 
joined christians to render unto all their dues ; tribute 
to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear 
to whom. fear; honour to whom honour.* With forms 
of government, and political affairs, they did not, as 
the apostles of Christ, at all intermeddle. This was 
no part of their special mission; but all these things 
were left to the will and wisdom of men ; only teaching 
them to awe no'man any thing .but to love one anotherF 
and to.walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they were 
called, with all lowliness and meelness, with long 50 
ſering, forbearing one another in love ; eee 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in tlie bond of Peace. I. 
But in all things, pertaining to religion and conscience, 
they professed, and taught, and practised, independence 
on all but God, and their language was, We ought to 
obey God 5 . than men.) Whatever the pleasure 
of the emperors, and governors, or other magistrates. 
might be, and whatever the laws, and customs or es- 
tablished religions of the countries, in which they re- 
Sided, or sojourned; or whatever hazards they might 
run, whatever losses sustain, and sufferings endure, the 
still adhered to that great principle of liberty which 
they had learned from Christ, Call no man your father 
upon the earth, for one is your Father who is in heaven. 
Neither be ye called masters; for one is your Master, 
rven Christ./ 

Happy would it have been if all that have assumed 
the christian name had trod in their steps, and remem- 
bered that the kingdom of Christ is not of this world, 
and that the subjects of it Should be actuated by a very 
different spirit from that which influences the princes of 
the gentiles.** But the mystery of iniquity soon be- 
gan to work, The Apostle Paul complained of it in 

* Rom: xiii. 7. F Xili. 8. 4 Eph. iv. 1—g. 
y Acts v. 29, || Matt, $&lu. 9, 10. ** XX. 35. 
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61 
his days; but the man of sin was not yet revealed in per” 
fection, nor till some ages afterward.“ In the first ages of 
christianity, all the churches of Christ were independent, 


and each one chose its own pastor or bishop, and offi- 


cers, and regulated its own: concerns; owning no author- 
ity in spiritual and ecclesiastical affairs, but that of Jesus 
Christ. Their union was only a union of principles, and 
love ; not of worldly policy, or magisterial coercion. 
The truth of this all history attests. T In those days no 
one minister pretended to more authority than another. 
Christ was their master and all they were brethren. 
ut early in the fourth century, when the roman em- 
perors became christians, or professed to be so, and the 
church enjoyed the smiles of the court; and peace, and 
riches, and honours, followed, then its original simpli- 
city and liberty soon vanished, and gave place to pride, 
ambition, unprofitable ceremonies and vain pomp—in 
a word, to contormity to the world and pagan super- 
stitions. To facilitate the conversion of the heathen. 
Nations, and to make the new yoke, imposed by the 
emperors, sit as easy as imposition would allow, christi- 
anity was assimilated, as much as possible, to their 
| * 2 Thess, ii. g—12. | 
' + Moſheim, (though he endeavours to 3 for modern innova- 
tions) ſays, © In thoſe early times every christian church conſiſted of 
6 the people, their æaders, and the miniſters and deacons——The Ty, ah 
& were undoubtedly the firſt in authority; for the apostles ſhewed, by 
& their own example, that nothing of moment was to be carried on, or 
& determined, without the confent of the afſembly (Acts i. 15. vi. g. 
« xv, 4. Xxi. 22.) and ſuch a method was both prudent and-neceffary. 
jn thoſe early times. 
It was therefore the aſſembly of the people which choſe their own, 
& rulers and teachers, or received them, by a free and authoritative con- 
& ſent, when recommended by others. The fame people rejected or 


confirmed, by their ſuffrages, the laws, that were propoſed, by their 


& rulers to the aſſembly,” Vol. i. p. 80. 8vo. ed. 1774. See alla 
Pe 145 


Dupin, (a catholic) ſpeaking of the three first centuries, ſays of the 
chriſtians of thoſe times, They were very careful to chuſe miniſters 
6 whoſe life and manners were blam-leſs, After the death of thoſe 
& who were appointed hy the apoltics, the people chole them. Vol, 
ü. p. 73+ $210, dd, 1716. 


1 

- pagan prejudices; and we have seen what a christi 
anity they fabricated; and the bloody page of history 
informs us what sort of christians the nations have 
been.“ g | 

The bishops or pastors, were prefered according to 

the dignity of the cities in which they resided, and 

hence the bishops of Rome and Constantinople (which 
was now become an imperial residence and the rival 
of Rome) had a long and yiolent contention for pre- 
eminence.F The bishop of Rome prevailed, especi- 
ally in these western parts, and rose from one degree of 
power and authority to another, till he assumed univer- 
sal dominion in church and state; and became (after the 
dissolution of the western empire, the fall of the Ro- 
man Cæsars in 476, and the after reduction of Italy to 
a province) that man of sin, foretold by the apostle 
Paul, that sitteth in the temple of God, shewing him- 
self that he is a god 5 for now he that had let,“ and 
retarded, his rise, was © taken out of the way. 

Now tyranny and corruption, idolatry and super- 
stition universally prevailed, and all the kingdoms of 
Europe, which the barbarous nations had erected on 

the ruins of the western empire, gave their power to 
the beast. Bloody laws were enacted to suppress all 
freedom of enquiry and liberty of worship. Monkery 

* Moſheim vol. i. p. 277, 289, 311, 319. See note Ca) at the 

end of theſe pages. + Dupin vol, ii. p. 163. Moſheim vol, i: 
p- 288. 370. f 2 Thess. ii. 3-12. 9 Puffendorf intro, vol. i. 
P. 404. Moſheim vol. i. P. 243. 286. [Rev. xvii. 13. 
* Juſlinian Code. Juſtinian in the beginning of his reign (A. p. 
$32) 2 an edict concerning his faith, and made it even þaniſh- 
ment from the roman territory for any to dare to diſſent from it, This 
faith was acknowledged by the pope to be the only true faith; This 
law, in its pains and penalties, has been the model of later Acts of Uni- 
Formity and Teft laws, * All, whether Jews, Gentiles, or Christians, who 
did not, within three months, embrace and profeſs the catholic faith, 
< were declared infamous, and as such, excluded from all employ ments, 
& civil and military; rendered incapable of leaving any thing by will, 
and their eſtates confiſcated, whether real or perſonal.” Bower's lives 
of the Popes, vol, ii: p. 442. IIluſtrat, of Proph, vol, u. p. 369. 
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overran the earth, and superstition extended itself dd 

every side. Religion lay expiring, under a motley and 

enormous heap of superstitious inventions, and had 
neither the courage, nor the force, to raise her head, 

or to display her native charms, to a darkened and de- 


luded world The christians of the seventh century, 
more than those that went before them, multiplied the 
objects of their devotion, and paid divine homage to 
the pretended remains of the cross, to the images of 
the saints, and to dead mens bones; and in the year 
787 idolatry was firmly established by the solemn de- 
"cree of the second council of Nice.“ 

The business of professing christians was now, not to 
search the scriptures, and walk according to this rule, 
but to send to Rome to learn the mind of the pope, 
and his conelave, and to obey the bulls and edicts of 


this man of sin, that had set himself up for the vicar 
of Christ, and the vicegerent of God. Black dark- 


ness succeeded, and, for some centuries, we scarcely 


discern a ray of light. f The priests were every thing; 


and the people nothing. All freedom of enquiry and 
all liberty of worship and of church government, were 
lost; and the church, which bore the name of Christ, 
was become a deformed and ravenous monster. But 
God did not leave himself without witnesses. Here 
and there, there were a few who did not worship the 
beast; particularly the Vaudois in the vallies of Pied- 
mont.) But these could hardly be called a visible 
church. They were hid. The temple was shut, 
* Dupin vol. ii. p. 30 11. Moſheim vol. ii. p. 20. 93. 
It 5 3 the cl ey that the biſhops of Rome Xie 47 
by the kings of France, to the rank of temporal princes. France ſet 


them up; France all along, has been their principal champion; and 


France has pulled them down!!! | 

+ Ignorance, vice and irregularity prevailed in the greater part of 
* the world. It is true, there have been diforders in all ages; 
& but it cannot be ſaid with any ſhew of truth, that they were e- 
© qual to thoſe of the tenth century——that they ſpread fo far of 
& ere ſo univerſal.” Dupin vol. iii. p. 55. 
& Rev. Xii. 1-10. 9 Molheun vol. ü, P. 452, 


5 1 . 
(Rev. xi. 1. 2. 19. xv. 5.) and the gentiles, the-spu- 
rious christians, possessed the outward court, and none 
could enter the temple of God but by stealtb. 
But in. the darkest ages there were a few to bear 
' witness for the truth, and to dit for Christ; and in the 
twelfth century the light began to increase, though but 
slowly. Now the Waldenses and Albigenses, in the 
south of France and the north of Italy, began to spread 
that light, which the enemies of Christ could never ex- 
tinguish, although they slaughtered a million of ts 
propagators.“ Je 95515 11.215, ffs 0 
In the fourteenth century Wickliff rekindled the 
light of the Gospel in England. He translated the 
Bible into English; he denied the pope's supremacy; 
he condemned episcopacy as being a creature set up 
by princes; he was for having miniſters maintained by 
the voluntary subscriptions of the people, and not b 
tythes; and was against imposing prescribed forms of 
prayer. f „ f 


- * Moſheim vol. il. p. 431-455. cl. ii. P. 196, 272. Dupin vol, 
ui. p. 112, 113, 139-141, 189-195, - vol. iv. p. 58-60. 5 
F Moſhęim vol., ui, p. 166-168; Ncal's hiſt, Pu. vol. i. p. 2-4. 
Croſbey's hilt, Bapt. vol. 1. p. 213. r ; 
It ſhould be alſo obſerved that this bright and morning ſtar of he 
Reformation, riot only denie!l the pope's ſupremacy, but was again 
any perſon's ailuming the title and authority of being the hend of the 
porch aſſerting that it is blaſpbemy. to call any; head of the church, 
utJesUs CnRISH; and that in the ſacrament of orders (às then called) 
there ought to be only two degrees, prefoyters gr biſhops, and deacons., 
I might, perhips, be thought to have given too partial an account 
of the opinions maintained-by this Eminent reformer; if I were to omit 
what has induced ſome to conclude that, in the latter, part of his life, at 
leaſt, he oppoſed infant baptiſm, and on account of Which he has been 
eſteemed, by ſome as the Father of the englz/h, Baptills.——Thomas 
Malden is, who reckons the errors of Wickliff to have been eighty, 
puis down his denial of infant baptiſm as one (De Bapt, Sac. Tir. 
5. chap. g.) and on this account calls him one of the seven heads 
which came out of the bottomleſs pit, and ſays That he (Wickliff) 
& doth poſlitively aſſert that children are not to be sacraimentally baptized” 
Joſeph Vicecomes reckons Wickliff among those who opposed infant bap= 
tiſm (De Rit. Bapt. lib. ii. chap. 1,) According to Ctoſbey he taught 
Sha ſtrack at che root of popuſh infant baptiſar, and what indeed Je@ 
many of his admirers, both in England and Germany, to renounce the 


(e | 
In the Gfteenth century John Huss and Jerome of 


Prague, boldly attacked the vices of the clergy, and 


bravely withstood thè corruptions of Rome, and even 


recommended in an open and public manner, the wri- 
tings and opinions of Wickliſt“. 


In the following age, what is called the great refor- 


mation broke forth, and many countries of Europe se- 
parated themselves from the communion of Rome. 
But, alas! this was partial and very defective; such as 
might have been expected from the darkness of the 


times, and from the imperfedtions, the situations, the 
passions and interests of the principal actors in it. 
Those with whom the power lay, were arbitrary princes, 
and dignified churchmen; men brought up in darkness 
and tyranny, and whose eyes were not able, at once, 
to bcar the ſull light. Our Henry the'viit. by whom 
the Reformation was begun in this country, was govern- 


ed by no principle of religion; it was in resentment 


that he threw off the supremacy of the pope, and assu- 


med it. himself. This presumption ereated some sur- 


prise, and the clergy, especially, were startled at the 
idea of a laymen's pretending to be the head of the 
Church, yet nevertheless, both the convocation and 
Parliament, in the year 1534, declared him to be the 
sole and supreme head of the church of England, next 
and immediately under Christ; and the power, which 
the pope had formerly exercised, over the clergy and 
people of England, was transferred to the kingt, 

In the next reign (Ed. v1.) the Reformation advan- 
baptiſm of infants altogether. He taught © That wiſe men leave that 
« as impertinent which is not plainly expreſſed in ſcripture” —““ That 
© thoſe are fools and preſumptuous Ubich affirm ſuch inſants not to be 
& faved, which die without baptiſm.” And he denied“ Thas all fins are 
5* aboliſhed in baptiſm; that bapeifn does not confer but only ſignifies 
e grace, which was given before,” Fuller's church hiſt. p. 3011 . 
A Wald. Art. 35. Croſbey's hiſt. Bapt. vol. i. p. 8-13. Moſhenn 


vol. iii. p- 166-168. Burnet's hilt, Retorm vol. 1. p. 23, 110. 


Necal's hiſt, Pu vol. i. p. 2—-4. 


_ * Moſh. vol. wi. p. 230. + Burnet's hiſt. Reform vol. i. 236144 
Neal's luſt, Pu, vol, i. p. 75.8. Toogood's letters p. 29, 


* 


69 
ced: but the sole authority of Christ in his Church 
and the rights of conscience, were never acknowledged, 
hut the contrary supported by the canons and articles of 
the church, and by acts of parliament. Some, indeed 
contended for these, and for farther reformation from 
popery, but all they met with was contempt and per- 
secution In Elizabeth's reign these were called puri- 
tans, and in later times they have been denominated 
Nonconformists and Dissenters. * 

The first presbyterian church, in England, was ereR- 
ed at Wandsworth, near London, in the year 1572. 
The first independent, or congregational Church, in 
this country, was formed in London in 1616, of which 
Mr. Henry Jacoh was chosen pastor. . Some of this 
Church being conyinced that baptism was not to be 
administered to infants, but to such only as professed 
faith in Christ, desired to be dismissed, and to be allow- 
ed to form a distinct congregation. The Church 
agreeing to allow them this liberty, they parted in 
a friendly manner, and, on Sept. 12, 1633, laid the 
foundation of the first Baptist Church in England, ha- 
ving Mr. John Spilsbury for their pastor.) — At the 
pen time there are, of the three denominations, in 
ngland, about 1800 churches, of which about 400 
are of the Baptist denomination. 
Crue} 12 statutes have been enacted againſt | 
the advocates for farther reformation and for the right 
of private judgment. Vniformity has been insisted on, 
and many of our anceſtors have suffered and died for 


* Though the early Puritans were for a much greater reformation 
from popery than the court approved, and. maintained the holy ſcriptures 
to be a {ſtandard of diſcipline, as well as doctrine, yet, it mult be 
acknowledged they were, molt of them, for umiformuty in their own way, 
and but few indeed, in that dawn of light, perceived the right of ptivate 
judgment, nor was it ever acknow ledged. by an body of men, in this 
country, till the rife of our Independent and Bape Churches ; nor did 
even $a advocates for toleration and. the rights of 9 extend 
their views, at firſt, quite commenſurate with t liberty of the Goſpel. 
Ehe evidence of -theſe rights has been as the morning light ic 
fhineth more and more unto the perfect day. Neal vol. i. P- 96. vol. ii. 


* 07 212, F vol, i, 202, f P. 470 5 Crolbey vol, i, P. 147--14% 
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a good conseience.* In the days of Charles 11. (A. 8. 


1662) two thousand godly ministers, who could not 
subscribe to every word in the Prayer Book, and bend 
their consciences to the tyranny of the times, were caſt 
out of the church, and forced into dissent; one from this 
town (Reading) Mr. Christ. Fowler, vicar of St. Mary's; 
and more than 20 through this county. The lot of these 
2000 worthies was, that they and their followers were 
persecuted by statute after statute, till thousands of the 
warthiest families in the kingdom Were reduced to beg- 
ry and ruin. 5 ; 35 Fg 
The principal reasons far the nonconfarmity of 
these christian worthies, and of the dissenters of the 
present times, may be reduced to seven. 1. The frame 
and constitution of the established church, it being 
national. 2. The officcrs of it; many of whom the 
scriptures know nothing. 3. The mode of worship. 
4. The ceremonięes. 5. The terms of admission to 
membership, and to the ministry. G. The choice of 
ministers; they being most of them imposed by stran- 
gers. Out of 9,284 parish churches 3845 are lay fees. 
7: The discipline of the church. There-are indeed, 
in the present day, two or three other reasons, which, 


although they are not general, are sometimes the occa- 


sions of dissent, particularly among our respectable 
friends the methodists, viz. the heterodoxy, or inatten- 
tion, of some of the established clergy, and the immoralæ 
iy of Gthers hou 9 


In the year 1559 an act was paſſed, entitled * An act for the 
uniformity of Common Prayer, and ſervice in the church, and admi- 
niſtration of the ſacraments. This {latute, which has been the occa- 
sion of so much calamity to conſcientious diſſenters; as well as a snare 
to many conformiſts; may be ſeen at the beginning of every Common 
Prayer'Boo N. 4 8833 . 8 1 

*+ Neal voll. ii. p. 624, 632—636. Palmer's introd. to Noncon. 
Pome. 31—g4. Burnet's hiſt. of his own Times vol. i. p. 279. 
| 7 There are in England, 2 Archbiſhops; 25 Biſhops ; 26. Deane- 
* 60 Arch-deaconriesz 554 Dignities and Frebends, beſides 9284 
ectorits, Vicarages, te ete, etc. 5 
Palmer p. 37-39. Neal vol. ii. p. 663. De Laune's plea for 
the Noncon, ' - Toogood's letters. Thee ſeven heaſons above, do not ap- 
ly, equally: to, all the diſſenters of thoſe times 3 eſpeeially the firſt; but 
* certainly the predominant ones; aud are the reaſons which 


* 


6 16) 
The consequences of the act for the uniformity of. 
common prayers in 1662, by which so many godly men 
were cast out of the church, and of the other laws a- 
gainst dissenters, were dreadful to thousands of the most 
upright men. According to the best computation, the 
dissenters suffered from fines, and in other ways, in the 
short space of three years only, the loss of two millions 
of property; Mr. Jeremy White collected the names of 
ooo persons who suffered, on a religious account, be, 
tween the years 1660and 1689, the period of the glori- 
ous revolution; 5000 of whom died in prison. But 
such was the fury of their enemies that about 800 pe 
rished in the whole.“ By that revolution, never to be, 
forgotten, and the toleration which followed, the dis- 
senters were delivered from the cruel persecutions 
which had afllicted them for so long a time; and since 
which, a degree of religious liberty has been enjoyed, 
before unknown in this country: and our fathers have 
proved that, in their dissent, they were actuated only 
by a good conscience ; and I hope, and believe, that 
their children will always prove, by their reverence for 
the laws, and respect'to lawful authority, that it 1s not 
from a disloyal spirit, and in contempt of the civil pow: 
er, or from impatience of restraint, that they dissent from 
the national establishment, and exercise a right by which 
nb one can be injured, though bigots may be offended, 
but because they-are persuaded that conscience, and all 
things, purely of a religious nature, are subject to no 
Jurisdiction but that of God; and that, in these matters, 
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(4) 
@n pain of his awful displeasure. 
O that the church of Christ had been as happy in 
all other countries, as, for this last century, it has been 
in this! But, alas! the period of our release vas the 
beginning of new sorrows to our brethren in most of 
the neighbouring countries*. We cannot recollect 
their sufferings without anguish ! The wild beasts of 
the forest have laid waste that beautiful vine that had 
taken deep root in many of the most populous coun- 
tries of Europe! Tens of thousands—we- might say 
hundreds of thousands have suffered and bled, in 
France, in Germany, in Savoy, in Piedmont, and in 
other countries; and all that we have been able to do, 
has been to weep over their sufferings, and cry, How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge, and 
avenge the blood of thy servants, on them that dwell 
on the earth I 

Yes, God will hear the cry of his people, and the 
groans « of his Isracl in Egypt, and remember his cove- 
nant But of the times and the seasons, brethren, 
ye need not that I Should say any thing ; for ye yourselves 
know perfetly that the day of the Lords vengeance, on 
these enemies of his church, so cometh as a thief in the 
night ; for when they Shall say peace, and safety; then 
Sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a 
woman with child, and they all not escape.—w rA ! 
—again I say unto you, waren !—the night is far 
opent ; the day is at handy. | 

My brethren, you have heard what sort of a king- 
dom Christs is, and what the principles and conduct. 
of che first christians were. We have hastily traced 
the corruptions of christianity; the progress of the 
grand apostacy, and of the reformation. This refor- 
mation originated from christians assuming the right of 
| * Moſheim vol. iv. p. 484----489. f Rev. vi. 10. 
X 1 Theſs. v. 1---3. Rom. xin. 12. Dan. vii. 23---26. Rev. xi. g. 
1719. Xl; Xt. 5-10. xvi-xix.— Chriſtians ! we live in awful times! 
awake, and give yourſelves -unto prayer—Let your loins be girded a- 


bout, and your lights burning ; aud ye yourſelves lle unto men _ 
War! 8 their Lord, Luke xi. 355 26. 


TH) 
Searching the ceriptures; and of judging for themselves; 
as to the mind of Christ taught in them. We claim 
the same right, and being persuaded that it is the 
bounden duty, of every christian, to conform to the 
mind of Christ, the directions of the New Testament, 
without regard to general practice, or human laws, we 
aim at as near a conformity to the perfect pattern which 
our Lord and his Apostles have given us, as we possi- 
bly can, and are therefore obliged to dissent from 
many of our fellow christians, whom we nevertheless 
love and honour ; and, espescially from national esta- 
blichments en we think that, i in them, an autho- 
rity is assumed, at once injurious to the authority df 
Jesus Christ, and subversive of christian liberty; and 
in many respects, doctrines and ceremonies are imposed 
and an order of things inforced, which, we judge to 
be by no means consistent with the New Testament. 
What do we learn from the New Festament respect- 
ing a Gospel church? We certainly read of no national 
churches, made up of the nass of the people. They 
were made up of a separated, peculiar people“. They 
were voluntary societies, formed by mutual agreement. 
Hence we read, And all the believers were together — 
with one accor d—they had one hope of their calling, 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism ; and were ail made 
to drink into one spirit. We read of all the churches 
of the saints ; of the churches of Fudea:; of the church 
in the house of Aquila and Priscilla, and of the churches 
throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria ; all of which: 
were voluntary societies of persons believing i in Christ, 
and associating for their mutual convenience and edifi- 
cation. . 
These churches were distinguished from the civil so- 
cieties of the world, by their ꝓiritual nature, end, and 
* See the 19th Art. of the church of England, © The viſible church 
40f Chriſt is a congregation of faithful men, in the which the pure 


*'word.God 1s preached, and che ſacraments be duly. miniſtered, etc. 


＋ Acts ii. 1. Eph. iv. 4, 5z 1 Cor. xii. 13; xiv: 33. Gal, i. 22. 
Acts ix. 31. Rom; xvi. 1 iv. 15: * 


1 See the venerable Mr. Turner's Compendaum f Social Religions 
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design. The proſessed design of the members, \ bas 0 
come out from among the wicked, and be separate; 
not to be conformed to the world, but transformed ; a 
holy nation, a peculiar people; zealous of good works. 
The business, and privileges of these churches, were all 
of a spiritual nature. Aud whilst che business of civil 
socicty relates only to the temporal concerns of men; 
that of the churches of Christ, has respect only, to their 
Shirilual concerns. The kingdom.of Christ is neither 
opposcd to, nor in connection with, the kingdoms of 
the world; but is opposed to the kingdom of darkness, 
the moral polutions and wiekedness, of men, and the 
power of him that worketh in the children of disobedi- 
ence. All that the civil magistrate has to db. here, is 
to protett tnen in the peaceable exercise of their rights. 
The chief ends of church fellowsbip, are the preser- 

vation of the faith, purity and worship of the Gospel; 
the enjoyment and support of religious ordinances, 
according to the appointment of Christ, for the con- 
version of sinners, and the edification of belicvers. 
Hence the utility of a gospel ministry. He gave 
zome, apostles; and some, prophets ; and some, evangel- 
15s; and some, pastors and teachers; fpr the perſed- 

ung of the aints ; forthe work of the manistry ; Jer the 
Ediſying of the body of Christ,* | 
But no man has a right to impose these pastors and 
teachers. They are to be freely chosen by the people, 
who are the sole judges of their qualifications, and of 
their abilities for their own particular edification. This 
Tight the churches of Christ, universally exercised for 
some ages, till antichrist got a head, and the civil magis- 
trate obtruded his authority, and thus the church be- 
came enslaved, de based and prostituted. Hence, even 
when an Apostle was to be ordained, in the place of 
Judas, the disciples were assembled ( the number of the 
names together were ubout an hundred and twenty) and 
gave forth their lots. # In Acts xiv. 23. we read, Wh 
they (Barnabas and Saul) had ordarned them elders in 
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chap 24 * chat 1 could with t to be i in the hands of every chriſtians 
* Eph, iv. 11; 12s f Acts 1 i. 15-26. 
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ery church, and had proyed with fasting, they commend, 
ed them to the Lord. OxDaiye : that is, appoints 
ed with the suffrage, or lifting up of the hands, of 
the people. The commission of Barnabas and Saul 
was extraordinary, and therefore we may suppose 
them to have exercised some extraordinary powers ; 
but still the word implies the choice, or consent 
of the people. This 1s agreeable to Acts vi. 3, 5, 6. 
Brethren look ye out from among you ſeven men of ho 
nest repor.— And the ſaying pleaſed the multitude, and 
they choſe Stephen and Philip Sc. whom they ſet be- 


' fore the apoſiles ; and when they had prayed they laid 


their hands on them. That this right of choosing their 
own pastors and officers, and of regulating their on 
affairs, was exercised by all the churches of Christ, in 
the first ages, is placed beyond all controversy ; for 
though many apologies have been invented for exist- 
ing innovations, yet profane, as well as sacred, history, 
is so clear, on this head, that scarcely any doubt it.“ 
And what right of more importance? Let us therefore 
stand faſt in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made 
us free. And I beſeech you, alſo, that ye receive not 
the grace of God in van. , | 

It was by Juſtinian's laws (about the year 534) that the inferior 
people were wholly excluded from their right of ſuffrage in the choice 
of their biſhops, etc. and the election confined to the Optimates, or per- 


Tons of higher rank and quality. Juſtin; Novel. 129, c. 1. Bing- 
kam's Antiq. of the Chriſtian Church, vol. ii. p. 21g. 


| + Gal. v. 1. + 2 Cor. vi: 1. 88 tf 
See page 7. 


{a) IF we would ſee what has been done to aſſimilate Chriſti- 
anity to heatheniſm we muſt take a view of the old pagan at 4 
ſtitions, and compare them with thoſe of the corrupted churches. 
The roman emperor was the Pontifex Maximus, or hugh prieſt; and, 
as the head of the pagan church in the roman empire, had divine 
honors and oblations paid io him; thus, though Jeſus Chriſt is the only 
bead, the only King and High Prieſt, whom the Father hath ſet 
over his church, yet a ſhare in theſe honors has been uſurped by others. 

And had the heathens, beſide their ſupreme Jupiter, divers inferior 
deities, gods and godeſſes, to whom they erected alars and ſtatues, and 
dedicated temples, days and fealls ; and who were ſi.ppoſed to be the 
peculiar patrons of certain countries, cities, aud orgs vi men ? ſo the 
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a ho Mingoiſhed by dignified names, tonſures, 


| themſelves a at-the temple, door; their p procelhons, 


Ser ru = criti have bai wh a godeſſc may, and fords wh 
* St. 155 for France; St. Mark, for Venice | 
Ft . Wee he mariner * St. Windoline, for the ſhef pherd ; K. Mags? 
1 for the phat Ne etc. Did the Naben ro nos build their. : 
temples eaſt and weſt, conſecrating, with mary prayers and cer | 
fitlt the gr ground, and chen the tempie ; worſhiping towards the. ca , WA A 
many antic nie ez and geſtures 2 Had GE the aſperges, I bg © 
fines, cen er tap a7 ers I 
mulic, vocal and inflrumental ? ſo the apoſlate* foll6wers 05 J vg 
have turted hie ſimple worſhip of the 'goipel i into a Ppaptonyme ; 15 | 
5 place of that worſlüip of God in pit and: in truth, © Shich, 3 | 
viour taught, they have ſubſtituted the vanities of heahemf 


1 * 


Antl, as among idolators, they had their fu erior and inferior p pier; 


O. cheſe chriſtians. Ihe pagans h had their Flamins and Arche mins, 
for ſaceſhhotal ſervice, in their provinces and diocefiles'; . 8 
| — aud habits, 

be diginfied prieſts were thoſe that attended on thy capital temples,” as . 
dhe proper prieſis of Jupitet, Apollo, etc. while the more inferior priefts © 
bag? the care of the ſacged celebraiions, Inimitationbf theſe thedebanched 
<brillian church began oo ο have her biſho and* arch-bifhiops: fot - 

cerdotal ſeryice, In the provinces and deres of che roman empire = 


SE e clergy, diſtinguiſhed, 400, by dignified names, tonſures, 


ders, and hahits. The dignified clergy... were thoſe that attained 

capital, or, cathedral churches. as Pans, Chapters, Prebendꝭ ar Arch. 
deacons; and the more inferior priefts (as the teachers now atlected o 
alt mſelves had the care of the'facyed relebrations inthe Cures are 


Arie. "The. heathen pricks had ther proper habus, ; an 125 roy 
his. 


* 
8 re 


velſlmenis, for their religious” ſervice, as-the- albes, tunicles an 
o now the chriſtian prieſts aſſumed particular habits for therr-n 

"tions, and 10 diſtinguiſh, their orders, 45 i or alben, chaube, * 
*tuhicles, eic, e. n 

The Heathens had their religious feftivals, in — of their 5 1 

tcommemoratien of the building heir, tem r as t - 1 
© certainly, c could not be aliogether given ap, the matter has been. « compro- 
miſed. Fe or heir“ Saturnalig which 1 they were uſed to celehfate i in 
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=Deeembét, wich riot ald debauckery W dor —— temples and houtey | 1 4 
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with green boughs, they have had helf chr ; {par ports;-fortheir Floria- 
lia, on Mayday, when their young people, of both ; A with gr ol 


Dattered doughs and flowers and danced avout may-poles ; the 


— thefcalk of Fhilip and Jacob, celebrated in the a far the fs - 
" their Palla, or Shepherds feaft,oon Miofuramer-day, they#ave 

* compenſated. ty a revel. in honor of John the Bapoſtz and for ther 

" Panathenia. ateaſt to all their gods che y have enjoyed the feaſt of * 
ſanis: ard fo of the reſt, dee De Laune's Image of the Beaſt. 
All. this pride, and folly, ard idie ct, has been called „Our hoy 
© religion ! 11!” and many, having millaken it for genuine Chriſtianity + 
_ have thus been wc 1 prey of en "gd we May's wo! oak tear ks 
04 . | 75 5 
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